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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
HELD AT CREDENHILL COMMUNITY HALL ON 17th MAY 2023 

 
PRESENT: 
Councillor Mr. Martin Leaton Chair (ML), Miss. Deanna Pennington (DE), Councillor Mrs Sandra Cheasley (SC), 
Councillor Mr. Dan Fellows (DF), Councillor Mrs Dot Pullen (DP), Councillor Mr Paul Beechey (PA), Councillor Revd. 
Rana Davies-James (RD), Councillor Mr. Andrew Slater (AS), Councillor Mr Paul Warrington (PW). 
 
Parish Council Clerk/RFO – Mr. Lee Harper-Smith (Clerk) 
No Members of the Press /Public present. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 7.00pm 
 

 

1. Apologies for Absence  
 

Councillor Mr. Paul Burridge (PB) 
Councillor Mrs Rebecca Norton (RN). 
Letter of Resignation received from Councillor Miss. Jenni Hurcomb(JH) 
 

2. Minutes 
PA proposed to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th May 2022, seconded 
by DE. 
 

3. Chair 
3.1. Receive report from Chair for 2022/23 – See Appendix A 
3.2. RD proposed to elect ML as Chair for 2023/24, seconded by DE. No further nominations received. All 

members supported the nomination. 
3.3. Declaration of acceptance of office of Chair signed by ML. 

 

4. Deputy Chair 
4.1. DF proposed to elect AS as Deputy Chair for 2023/24, seconded by DP. No further nominations received. All 

members supported the nomination. 
4.2. Declaration of acceptance of office of Deputy Chair signed by AS 

 

5. To review and adopt Policies and Procedures: 
5.1. Standing Orders 
5.2. Finance Regulations 
5.3. Code of Conduct 
5.4. Information Policy 
5.5. Approve Risk Assessment schedule 

PW proposed to adopt the policies 5.1 to 5.5, seconded by DF. 
 

6. Finances: 
6.1. PW proposed to adopt the Accounts for the Financial Year ended 31st March 2023 (Appendix B), seconded 

by DP. 
6.2. PW proposed to Sign Section 1 – The Annual Governance Statement, seconded by DP. 
6.3. PW proposed to Sign Section 2 – The Accounting Statements, seconded by DP. 
6.4. It was agreed that the Bank Signatories and Banking Arrangements would remain the same: 

 
Bank Signatories:    Andrew Slater, Paul Warrington, Rebecca Norton, & Martin Leaton. 
Banking Arrangements:  2 x Accounts with Lloyds Bank (Current & Reserve) 

 
6.5. It was agreed that the Internal Auditor would remain as Mr David McKirdy 
6.6. The Insurance Provision would remain with Zurich Town & Parish as we have agreed a 3-year policy in 2022 

to retain a lower policy price. The Policy has been matched to the new revaluation of Land & Assets. 
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6.7. Proposed by PW to approve the Land and Assets Register, seconded by DP. 
 
 

7. Proposed by DF to create the following Parish Working Groups for 2023/24: 
 

Finance & Asset Management (AS, ML, PW)  
Community Hall (SC, AS) 
Footpaths (PB) 
Shops/Businesses (DP) 
War Memorial (DE, ML) 
Schools (RD) 
Roman Park (DF, RN, ML, SC) 
Social Club (PA) 
Climate Change (SC, DF, EJ) 
Planning (PA, AS) 

 
Seconded by DP. 
 

8. It was agreed that meetings for the coming year would be on 3rd Wednesday of the month except for August (No 
meeting) at the Community Hall. 

 
 
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 19:32 
 
 Name……………………………………………………. 
 
 Signed……………………………………………………. 
 
 Date…………………………………………. 
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Appendix A 
 
Chair’s Report May 2023 
 
The highlight of the year for me as Chair was presenting the Coronation Mugs to the children at school at their tea 
party. It made my day when one of them said “Is that the King?”  Along with this public aspect of the role was reading 
the lesson at the Remembrance Day Service. 
There is also the Chairing of the monthly Parish Council meetings. This involves letting everyone have their say, 
stopping certain people talking too much off the agenda and bringing the council to make sensible decisions to move 
things forward, and trying to finish by 9pm. 
We welcome members of the public and they have two opportunities to speak, and we hope more would come and 
even join the council as we have been running with two vacancies. 
None of what we do would be possible without the hard work of our two employees – our Parish Clerk and Responsible 
Finance Officer, Lee Harper-Smith, and our Grounds person, Emma Jones and our retained contractor Craig Powell. 
Also we thank Bob Matthews our County Councillor for his dedication and hard work on our behalf with Hereford 
Council and their contractors – a frustrating and time consuming task. 
I would also like to record my thanks to Jenni Hurcomb for her time given to the council formerly as Clerk and last year 
as Vice Chair, as she has now resigned from the council. 
Lee deserves special mention for his control and analysis of our finances on so many projects and accounts, his skill at 
getting grants and keeping our precept to 0% increase.  This year he has been very preoccupied with negotiating the 
new lease for the Resource Centre. 
 
Our key areas of development this year have been: 

- The letting of the Resources Centre to Life & Soul Kitchen 
- New equipment in Roman Park 
- The repair of the culverts by Highways England 
- The arrival of the Bus Shelter 
- Grants to Community Hall and Social Club and other organisations. (We wish more would apply. ) 
- The donation of a Coronation Oak Tree  
- The planting of bulbs to enhance our environment. 
- A new Community Centre Sign with more to follow. 
- New football posts partly paid for by a grant. 

 
What you don’t see is the behind-the-scenes liaison with the above staff to ensure that the council’s wishes are carried 
out and sensible progress is made between meetings so that no one feels isolated or acting alone but supported in 
their work. 
Along with this I want to thank all the councillors for their support and taking on other roles and responsibilities around 
the village for us. 
It has been a busy year – but as someone said to me recently “I think the Parish Council is doing a good job!” 
 
Martin J Leaton 
Chair 
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Appendix B – Accounts for 2022/23 
 
Income & Expenditure 2022/23 - Summary 
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Income & Expenditure 2022/23 – Detailed 
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Year End Balance Sheet & Year End Reserve Breakdown 
 

 


